Civil War Letters

Lesson Plan

Introduction

Working in groups of two, students will review primary sources by reading letters from soldiers in the Civil War. They will also research Civil War battles. They will then take on the role of a soldier and write a letter home describing their experiences.  Afterwards, they will present their letter to the class. This lesson includes collaboration within each group and could include collaboration with another classroom. 

Grade Level
Grades 5-10
Objectives

· Use primary sources to learn about soldiers' experiences during the Civil War 

· Compose a letter from the point of view of a Civil War soldier

· Describe life as a Civil War soldier

· Present the letter to the class

· Understand and comply with Acceptable Use Policy (AUP)
· Use vocabulary appropriately 
Prerequisites

· Prior study of the Civil War period

· Familiarity with opening and saving documents
· Experience using word processing programs
Time Estimate

Two 45-minute class periods

Materials

1. Word processing software
2. Planning graphic organizers (Historian and Writer)
3. Hotlist of Internet resources
4. Civil War soldier vocabulary list 

5. Tech skills checklist
6. Writing a Letter rubric

7. Presentation rubric

Preparation

1. Preview the student lesson.

2. Assign students to groups of two.

3. Within each group, assign student to either a writer or historian role.

4. Review your school's Acceptable Use Policy (AUP).

Vocabulary

Content: See vocabulary list 
Technology: format, font, AUP, sepia
Part A — Offline, Whole Class
1. Show Video of Civil War

2. Lead a discussion about life during the Civil War. Select one of the letters from the student page to read aloud to the class. Discuss the difference in language and word choice in the letter. Help students decipher any passages they do not understand.

3. Explain to the students they will be divided into groups of two. Each student will have the role of a historian or a writer. The historian will provide the expertise in events and battles of the Civil War.  The writer will provide expertise in the mechanics of the letter and vocabulary of the same period. 
4. Explain the tasks of each role. The historian will conduct research on Civil War battles and select a battle to write about. The writer will read the various Civil War letters to get a better understanding of the mechanics of the letter and the vocabulary used as a soldier.

5. Explain that their end-product will be a letter describing a battle which will be presented to the class (in first person) and COULD be sent as an email attachment to students in another class.
6. Go over your school's Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) and safety rules. 
Part B — Research
1. Students who take on the role as a writer read the letters from Civil War soldiers. Record ideas and notes using a graphic organizer. Help students understand any unfamiliar language or words.

2. Students who take on the role as a historian read about several different battles and select the one they want to focus on. Record ideas and notes using a graphic organizer.
Part C — Composition

1. Students open their word processing software and type their letter. Remind students to use the correct letter format and proofread their work.
2. Direct students how to name and where to save their work.
Part D — Presentation

1. Using a LCD projector, students present their letter in first person to the class. 

Part E — Email (optional)
1. Students open and login to their email account. If there are not enough computers, have students work in small groups, or create and send one email for the whole class.

2. Write the email address or addresses of the class you chose to collaborate with on the board. Make sure students type the address in the correct field and use the correct format for the email address.

3. Students fill in the subject field and put your address in the Cc: field. This way you will also receive a copy of the email.

4. Help students attach their letters to the email. They might need help finding their letter and remembering where they saved it.

5. Remind students to proofread and check their email for spelling mistakes before sending it.

Extensions

1. When your class receives emails from the partner classroom, students who finish early may open, read, and save the attached letter. Give students directions to name and save the attached file. Have students reply to their partner so the partner knows that the letter was received.

2. Continue the letter writing activity and collaboration between classrooms while addressing different topics such as basic training, travel and everyday life as a soldier.
3.  Using presentation software, students create a multi-media slideshow illustrating the life as a soldier using photos, letters, music and narrations. 
Differentiated Instruction

English-Language Learners: English-language learners benefit from verbal interaction in low-anxiety, casual situations (such as in small groups, not in front of the whole class). Simple lesson accommodations can help English-language learning students be successful. Break down a task into its constituent parts. Modify assignments for students who are still at early stages of English language acquisition. Make sure all learners can find key words and phrases and main ideas. Make sure that all students understand key technology vocabulary words. Explain terms clearly and avoid using idioms or slang. Assessment can be adapted for ELL students. For example, you might read assessment questions aloud or have students draw pictures instead of answering in words.

Special Needs: Depending on the special needs of individual learners, you may want to reinforce new vocabulary prior to work on the computer, model tasks, simplify lesson outcomes, or modify tasks for students with fine motor problems. Adaptive technology such as touch screen computers, modified keyboards, or other input devices may be available as part of a student's Individualized Educational Program (IEP). For students with visual needs, use adaptive devices that magnify a computer screen or programs that allow the print size to be modified. In some situations, it may be appropriate to tape record a student's ideas and have someone else assist with writing them down or to accept the tape as the assignment. Because the modification can be so specific to individual students, specialists at the building or district level should be consulted to ensure the most effective approaches to meeting individual needs.

Gifted: For gifted students and those who have mastered the skills targeted in the lesson, consider expanding the selection of suggested reading or research or offering open-ended tasks that allow them to demonstrate skills outside the focus of the lesson. Because the modification can be so specific to individual students, specialists at the building or district level should be consulted to ensure the most effective approaches to meeting individual needs.

Assessment Checklist

· Student learns about soldiers' experiences during the Civil War. 

· Student composes a letter from the point of view of a Civil War soldier.

· Student writes and sends an email.

· Student uses online help.

· Student understands and complies with Acceptable Use Policy (AUP). 

· Student sends and opens an email attachment.

· Student uses vocabulary appropriately.

Standards

National Educational Technology Standards for Students*(ISTE NETS.S) [image: image1.png]



Grades K-8

1.  Basic operations and concepts

· Students demonstrate a sound understanding of the nature and operation of technology systems.
· Students are proficient in the use of technology
2.  Social, ethical, and human issues

· Students understand the ethical, cultural, and societal issues related to technology.
· Students practice responsible use of technology systems, information, and software.
· Students develop positive attitudes toward technology uses that support lifelong learning, collaboration, personal pursuits, and productivity.
3.  Technology productivity tools

· Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity.
· Students use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology-enhanced models, prepare publications, and produce other creative works.
4.  Technology communications tools

· Students use telecommunications to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts, and other audiences.
· Students use a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences.
5.  Technology research tools

· Students use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources.
· Students use technology tools to process data and report results.
· Students evaluate and select new information resources and technological innovations based on the appropriateness for specific tasks.
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This lesson provides opportunities for students to demonstrate the following Performance Indicators:

1.  Use keyboards and other common input and output devices (including adaptive     devices when necessary) efficiently and effectively. (1)

3.  Discuss basic issues related to responsible use of technology and information and describe personal consequences of inappropriate use. (2)

4.  Use general purpose productivity tools and peripherals to support personal productivity, remediate skill deficits, and facilitate learning throughout the curriculum. (3)

5.  Use technology tools (e.g., multimedia authoring, presentation, Web tools, digital   cameras, scanners) for individual and collaborative writing, communication, and publishing activities to create knowledge products for audiences inside and outside the classroom. (3, 4)

6.  Use telecommunications efficiently to access remote information, communicate with others in support of direct and independent learning, and pursue personal interests. (4)

8.  Use technology resources (e.g., calculators, data collection probes, videos, educational software) for problem solving, self-directed learning, and extended learning activities. (5, 6)
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